CLUE JU ES 
DES 


To the Right ORE the my 


Co! art of - Parkament ; 


The bumble Remonſlrance of VV wan 
Syxegs Aderchant, for free Trade in 
tranſporting & impor ting of lawfull * 
© and needfull commodities. 


Hereas of ate che Remonſtranc; and Thomas 


Fohnſon Merchant, for themſelves, and on the be- 
halfe of all the free-men of Exp/anad, did petition 
|. both Houſes of Parliament for Free Tzadezwhich - 
they are confident is the Common-wealths BI RT H- 
RIGHT, and rep-rations for Wrong done by thoſe I agroſſers and 


| Aonopolizers, who by vertue of Patents, have been, and are-ſ{cl- 
 lers of that hereditable right, as the Company of Merchant-e Ad- 
hve s have done to {isizens.for 100, 1. a man, and to Coun- 

ha EE }. a an. Thelike may be ſaid of the Company 


bs "Eaft-countre HMez Chants”, AMuſcovia Merchants, Tarkie 


| Merchants, ana other Companies of. WTercbants, who have for 2 
long time praQiſed this way of trade-ſelling, and Ong, 
to the great grievance of the people, and detriment to FREE 
TRA 'Þ E, both at hoa:e and abroad. 

Which Petition was preſented to moſt Members of both How- 
ſes.and diſperſed into the ſeverali Cornties of England, that this 
honorable Court may no longer delay the diſcharge of their truſt, 


| bur ſpeedily impr oVE their power to reſcue FRE E T R ADE- 
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- fromfuch Liberty: deftroyers and' Trade-wgroſſers, ahd; that the IN 
people may the better know for what exd and paypoſe they have IN 
adventured their /zves and eſtates in theſe preſetit warres © i 

' Yet the ſaid Petition is not ſo much as publickly read in either | 
Houſe of Parliament,far lzfle debared or anſwered, though the |: 


Common-Wealth be ſo much concerned in it,as if nothing more, {if I 


| the people knew their right avd freedome, which this preſent Par.  [. 
liament hatch confirmed, by the confirmation of AMagna;Charta, 
and by the executing of jultice on the Earle -of Strafferd'tor his ||. 
exercifing arbitrary government againſt-the freedome of 'England, © 
therefore the RemonFrant doth conceive , that hee is bound in || 
duty to folloW the ſaid petition With thu Remonſtrance , which he I 
was emboldned to preſent for theſe two enſuing reaſons, and to || 
anſwer ſome objefiovs, referring the concluſion' to. a ferious re. - 
ſolution. | | |» _- 1. 
Rea. 1. The firſt reaſon is draws from the ſecond T able of Gods 
laWw,which commands us to love our netzhbour as our ſelves : 
This BIR TH-RIGHT OF FREE TRADE berg 


| 45 well our neighbours right as our own, therefore we petitioned as | 
wecll for our neighbours,as tor our ſelves. _ 

Rea. 2. The fecond reaſon i draWwnfrem the imtent of the Pro. 
tefati:n, which we ſolemnly took in the preſence of Almighty 
| GodzT o maintain the right and priviledge of the people ' with onr 
Lves and eſtates;this Free trade being all mens right and privileage © 
as well as our own,upon that ground we were moved to petirron 
as well for their right of Free Ty :dezas for our own: = 

Obj. I, But theſe Companies have been of long {tanding, 

Anſ. So have the Prelars, and ſo much the more wrong done 
tothe Common-wealth,and therefore ſo much the greater need 
ro be put down. For althongh robbing and taking of purſesupon 
the high way,be of ancient ſtanding, yer it doth not thereupon 
follow thar ſuch a practice is ever the lawfuller. | 


Ob.2. But Magna (harta doth continue Biſhops . (But ] 


ws] 
Magna (, hartadoth not eltabliſh Biſhops,bur onely the fe 
_ and rights of the Church of England : and what thoſe are, the. 
Scripture doth belt tell us. And although Biſhops be taken away, 
yet the. liberties of the Church eſtabliſhed bv Magna Charta, to 
tis very day remain,) And admits tranſportation of wooll. 


_ Anſwer 


— 


 Avſ. leis onethifg to pall down Biſhops, and take an AG S7 
gainlt tranſporting of woolbeing the deſire and for the good of alle 
buc it 1s another thing to take aWay the peoples Birth right, F REE 
TRADE, Without therr conſent, and to their prejudice, yea and a- 
gainlt 19427 petitions of many thouſands in many Parliaments pre-- 
ferred for the reſcuing of that right,and reparations for the coun- 
tries wrongs. | | 2 ED, 
Obj.3, but Free trade Will ve deſtrufive to the Common-Wwealth. 
Azxſ. It will bee no more deſtructive to EaStland, Muſcovin, 
T urkie,the LoWw-Conntries,and other places, then it is for France, 
Spain, Ireland, Portugal, and Scoth:nd, which is none at all. 
 _  Oh1.4. But Cloath is of another and better nature then Wine, 
&c. which are ferraigne commodities» » 
 Anſ. The greater is the wrong, it being the grand in-land com- 
_ modity, (o that all other Patents and Monopolies may bee better 
renewed, then this continued, — 
Obj.5. But (lothiersand the like men,have not knowledge to 
 manulte 03 Freeze oo 1 
 Avſ.|If it were ſo (as it is not; yet the ſame is occaſioned by 
' theſe theeves and robbers,that cunningly and. ſecretly by a faire 
bur unjaſt and deceitfull pretence, feale the Common-wealths 
right,ſo as they are deprived of that opportunity to educate their 
children and ſervants, which may enable them ro manage that: 
priviledge of Free Trade. . 
| 064.6. But they are againſt government, and would walk dif-_ 
ag  _—_T — 
Anſ. No,we would have both government and order in a ſolid 
and juſt way,but we are againſt hell:(h oaths unlawful fines,fin= 
full orders,falſe impriſonment;law.and right-ſellers,all which are 
practiſed by theſe” 7 rade-ingr oſſerr, as will appeare by good telti- 
mony.. E 
0b. 7. But no man hath followed the petition, wa 
Anſ. 1s it not the duty of every Truſtee in the Houſe of Com- 
mons to proſecute the Commone-Wealths right, and peoples privi- 
ledge? Bat if that be the hinderance, it is the humble deſire of 
. the Remonſfirant,that Mr. Rigby, and Mr. Martin may be appoin- 
ted to draw up a full Ordinance without delay, that hee or they, 
* whoſoever they be,under what pretence' or fraud ſoever,may bee 
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accurſed that removes his neighbours Iand-mark, (bi Birth-right; |. 
or Free trade) and that the Commons houſe may. approve them-' - © 
ſelves faithtull, and worthy the Common-wealths truſt,and ac . . + 
cordihg to the ſolemne proteſtation, to bring to exemplary .and' - |. 
condigne puniſhment, thoſe who have been theeves and robbers 
in this kind; and according to an-order made this preſent Parlia-. 
ment,1it is earneſtly defired;that the Houſe may. be 'purged of all }. 
Mach as are Patentees, Monopolizers, Trade-ingreſſcrs, Sellers of :: ||. 
_ Peoples riehr,and deſtroyers of the Free Trade, "> © 
And a:{o out.of allother places of publick truſt under the Parlia- 
ment, whether in the (#ſtome- houſe,Commiſſion of Exciſe, (ome 
mittees in (ty or (ountrey,Soldiery, or other government, as Shes - 
riffs, 4 reaſurers, CAuyzars, Aldermen, and the like, who are not. 
worthy to be contiuned in ary Common: Wealths truſt;8& ſo nuch 
the moregby how much the longer they have practiſed tuch de- 
ceittall robber y,aud to let all fach as have been wronged by theſe 
kind of weft, have freedom with reſpe& and countenance, to pro- 
| ſecuce azainſt theſe Caterpillers, for due reparations,according to 
the wronus dune b; tem and their Predeceflors. ES 
And if the Parliament would have the free people to fight for - 
them,as they have willingly done,by venturirg ther lives and e- 
ſtarcs freely, to maintain their power and priviledge agarnſt che 
common enemy;then let that power bee improved and Jaid out a- 
gain for the right and priviledge-of the ſaid people,to reſcue and re-= 
Cyuver their Birth-right (Free Trade ) out of the hands of thoſe 
greedy and ſubtile ſpoylers,yea and grinders of the-faces of the poores 
| Itany further obje&ion be made againlt Free trade; then it is 
 Earneltiy deſired that the Honſejof Commons Would anſWer it them- 
(elves,as parcies in behalfe of the free pes:/e, who have called 
them to that traft for that end; or otherwilc let the 1nind & {ſenſe 
of the common people in every (, ounty and © orprration(all E nplowd 
over) be preduced,and let it go upon that,in which way the Re= 
monſtrant is perſwaded,that a hundred to one will bee fot Free 
T rad. -Y : | 
So hoping this high and Honorable Court will have due re- 
{pe& to the premiſes,in all datifull acknowledgement; the Remon- 
ftrant ſhall defire to prove himſelfe the Common-wealths [ervant, 
__ March a0, 1645, © OO Wiluiam Sykes. 
en ol IN 


FI 


